The regulatory software of cellular metabolism.
Understanding the regulation of metabolic pathways in the cell is like unraveling the 'software' that is running on the 'hardware' of the metabolic network. Transcriptional regulation of enzymes is an important component of this software. A recent systematic analysis of metabolic gene-expression data in Saccharomyces cerevisiae reveals a complex modular organization of co-expressed genes, which could increase our ability to understand and engineer cellular metabolic functions.